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G O I N G  O N C E , 
G O I N G  T W I C E

SUE CADE finds out just what it is that has kept Honiton auctioneer Duncan 
Chilcott at the forefront of the exciting world of selling antiques and collectibles

D U N CA N ’ S 
M OS T 

E XC ITI N G 
F I N D

One of Duncan’s favourite An-
tiques Roadshow finds was 
when an elderly gentleman 
brought a pre-war Marklin ‘0’ 
gauge train, boxed, unused and 
in pristine condition to be 
valued. The man had been bil-
leted in Berlin just after WW2. 
The family he was staying with 
had nothing so he gave them 
food and drink and they ‘paid’ 
him with trains. His idea was to 
give the trains to the male chil-
dren he hoped he would have, 
but in the end, he had girls who 
weren’t interested in the trains. 
When his grandchildren were 
all girls too, he decided to sell 
the trains. He brought a single 
train to the roadshow but had 
an amazing collection of similar 
locomotives and tenders at 
home. The total sale value was 
£43,000 – enough for him to 
buy his council house..

Duncan Chilcott is celebrating ten years at Chilcotts of Honiton
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